
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, NOON
READING Poetry on the Plaza: Farewell 
to Summer

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 7 P.M.
TOUR  Richard Oram, the Ransom Center’s 
Associate Director and Hobby Foundation 
Librarian, leads a gallery tour of From Out 
That Shadow: The Life and Legacy of 
Edgar Allan Poe.  

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 7 P.M. 
JESSEN AUDITORIUM
PERFORMANCe Isaiah Sheffer of 
Selected Shorts, heard on public radio 
stations across America, hosts “Edgar 
Allan Poe: Poet and Storyteller,” featuring 
actors René Auberjonois and Fionnula 
Flanagan. Actors subject to change.  

MONDAY, OCTOBER 5, 7 P.M.
POE FILM SERIES The Fall of the House 
of Usher (1960), directed by Roger 
Corman and starring Vincent Price.  

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7, NOON
READING  Poetry on the Plaza: Edgar 
Allan Poe 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8, 7 P.M.
HARRY RANSOM LECTURE  Alan Furst, 
whose archive is housed at the Ransom 
Center, reads from his work and answers 
audience questions. A book signing 
follows. Presented by the University Co-op.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 12, 7 P.M.
poe film series Roger Corman’s The 
Pit and the Pendulum (1961), starring 
Vincent Price.   

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 7 P.M. 
PERFORMANCE Lucien Douglas, Professor 
of Theatre and Dance at The University of 
Texas at Austin, performs “The Tell-Tale 
Heart” and other selections from Edgar 
Allan Poe. 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 19, 7 P.M. 
POE FILM SERIES Roger Corman’s The 
Raven (1963), starring Vincent Price, 
Peter Lorre, and Boris Karloff.  

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22, 7 P.M. 
tour  Molly Schwartzburg, the Ransom 
Center’s Curator of British and American 
Literature, leads a gallery tour of From 
Out That Shadow: The Life and Legacy of 
Edgar Allan Poe. 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 26, 7 P.M. 
POE FILM SERIES  Federico Fellini, Louis  
Malle, and Roger Vadim bring three 
adaptations of Poe stories to the screen 
in the 1968 film Spirits of the Dead 
(Histoires Extraordinaires).  

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29, 7 P.M. 
JESSEN AUDITORIUM 
PERFORMANCE        Music from the 
Collections: Professor Robert Freeman 
presents “Can You Tell a Joke with Music?” 
featuring works by Chabrier, Debussy, 
Haydn, and Mozart.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2 P.M. 
State capitol 
DISCUSSION  Three prominent writers 
discuss the post-racial American fiction 
landscape in this featured panel at the 
Texas Book Festival.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31–SUNDAY, 
NOVEMBER 1, STATE CAPITOL 
booth  Visit the Ransom Center’s booth 
at the Texas Book Festival for reading 
guides, bookmarks, and a limited number 
of free copies of The Stories and Poems 
of Edgar Allan Poe, the selection for the 
Ransom Center’s Big Read.  

SEPTEMBER

november

All events take place at the Ransom Center unless otherwise noted and are subject 
to change. Please be aware that the Ransom Center’s Charles Nelson Prothro 
Theater has limited seating. Doors open 30 minutes in advance. Many programs are 
webcast live. Visit www.hrc.utexas.edu/webcast to view the schedule.

HARRY RANSOM CENTER  

FALL 2009

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 7 P.M. 
LECTURE Steven Weinberg, Nobel Prize–
winner and Professor in the Department 
of Physics at The University of Texas 
at Austin, discusses “The Uses of 
Astronomy.”

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 7 P.M. 
POE FILM SERIES Two silent classics, 
The Fall of the House of Usher (1928), 
directed by James Sibley Watson and 
Melville Webber, and a French adaptation, 
La Chute de la Maison Usher (1928), 
directed by Jean Epstein. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, NOON
READING Poetry on the Plaza: The Sand 
and the Oyster: The Poetry of Carol Ann 
Duffy

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 4, NOON
READING Poetry on the Plaza: The Moon 
and the Stars

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5, NOON
tour Richard Oram, the Ransom Center’s 
Associate Director and Hobby Foundation 
Librarian, leads a lunch-time gallery tour of 
Other Worlds: Rare Astronomical Works.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 7 P.M. 
OTHER WORLDS FILM SERIES  Leslie 
Nielsen and Walter Pidgeon star in the 
1956 science-fiction classic, Forbidden 
Planet, directed by Fred M. Wilcox.

OCTOBER

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 7 P.M. 
OTHER WORLDS FILM SERIES A collection 
of early silent films, including Georges 
Méliès’s short A Trip to the Moon (Le 
Voyage dans la Lune) from 1902.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 7 P.M.
HARRY RANSOM LECTURE    Poet and  
critic James Fenton discusses “Life-
Writing,” new approaches to autobiography, 
biography, and memoir. A book signing 
follows. Presented by the University Co-op.

december
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2, NOON
READING  Poetry on the Plaza: Singers 
and Songwriters

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3, 7 P.M.
LECTURE For the 2009 Stanley Burnshaw 
Lecture, author Morris Dickstein presents 
“Making Sense of Hard Times: How the 
Arts Helped Americans through the Great 
Depression.” A book signing follows.

All programs and exhibitions are free.

Please request ASL or ADA accommodation two weeks in advance 
by contacting 512-232-5170 or dsigler@mail.utexas.edu.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 7, 7 P.M.
OTHER WORLDS FILM SERIES  Robert 
DeNiro, whose archive is housed at the 
Ransom Center, appears in Stardust 
(2007), directed by Matthew Vaughn.

Top left, clockwise:

Ted Polumbaum, Anne Sexton, pictured in her swimming 
pool, 1968

Andreas Cellarius, Atlas coelestis; seu harmonia 
macrocosmica, 1708

Publicity still from Forbidden Planet, 1956

Edgar Allan Poe’s fair copy manuscript of the final stanza of 
“The Raven,” ca. 1846

William Sharp’s original aquatint etching for “The Tell-Tale 
Heart,” ca. 1940

Captain Robert Pouncey’s log-book of the East Indiaman 
Sullivan, 1791–93

The University Co-op presents the  
Harry Ransom Lectures
The Harry Ransom Lectures honor former University of Texas 
Chancellor Harry Huntt Ransom. The program brings internationally 
renowned writers, artists, and scholars to Austin for a public event 
and conversations with University students.

Denotes an event made possible by The Big Read, 
an initiative of the National Endowment 

for the Arts in partnership with the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services and Arts Midwest.








